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Abstract

Marx’s theory of productive forces constitutes the theoretical cornerstone of historical materialism.
However, scholarly understanding of the category of productive forces has long been oriented pre-
dominantly toward its material dimension, thereby obscuring, to a certain extent, the dimension of
spiritual productive forces; moreover, the dialectical relationship between productive forces and
relations of production has tended to be reduced to a one-sided deterministic explanation. Through
a systematic examination of Marx’s classical texts, this paper proposes that Marx’s theory of pro-
ductive forces is essentially a triadic totality of the material, the spiritual, and the social: material
productive forces constitute its material-technological base, spiritual productive forces provide its
intellectual impetus and value connotations, and social productive forces represent the real syn-
thetic form of the first two as mediated by the relations of production. These three are not merely
juxtaposed; rather, permeated by the subjectivity of labor and driven by the contradictory move-
ment between productive forces and relations of production, they form a dynamically unfolding or-
ganic whole. This holistic understanding may offer an alternative theoretical approach to trans-
cending conventional interpretations, and may also provide a theoretical framework that can serve
as a reference for a more comprehensive grasp of the rich connotations of Marx’s theory of produc-
tive forces.
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