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Abstract

Starting from “real individuals” and their material production activities, The German Ideology
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examines productive forces within the framework of social division of labour, forms of intercourse
and specific social relations. Productive forces constitute crucial material conditions for the devel-
opment of social history, yet they are constantly restricted by particular social relations and histor-
ical conditions. Accordingly, their foundational role cannot be simply reduced to technological de-
terminism. While the advancement of digital technology and artificial intelligence expands produc-
tive capacity, it also generates new issues such as adjustments to employment structures, differen-
tiation of labour skills and income distribution. These transformations exceed the historical scope
directly discussed in classical texts. By sorting out the theoretical connotations of the thought of
productive forces in The German Ideology and its correlation with the evolution of social history,
this paper further combines the development of digital-intelligent production and new-quality pro-
ductive forces, analyses its explanatory scope and applicable boundaries under contemporary tech-
nological changes, and points out that the development of productive forces must be investigated in
connection with concrete production practices and their social relations.
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