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Abstract

Marx’s theory of commodity fetishism, proposed in Volume 1 of Capital, profoundly reveals the ma-
terialized nature and realistic illusion of commodity relations in capitalist society. This article takes

SCES|F: BiHE. SEAHUAAINE N A 2 2 T U AR A R L R AR 0], ARt RE, 2026, 15(10): 250-256.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2026.1510485


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.1510485
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.1510485
https://www.hanspub.org/

Wit HE

the theory of commodity fetishism as the core analytical tool, sorts out its theoretical connotation
and logical context, and combines typical phenomena of contemporary consumer society to analyze
the manifestations, operating mechanisms, and the essence of alienation in consumerism traps. It
argues that consumerism traps are an extension and upgrade of commodity fetishism in contempo-
rary society. Research has found that contemporary consumerism, through symbolic consumption,
anxious marketing, and overdrawn consumption, completely separates the use value and value of
goods, leading consumers into the cognitive misconception that “consumption is value” and becom-
ing tools for capital growth. Finally, based on the critical perspective of Marxism, this article ex-
plores the practical path to dispel the trap of consumerism, providing theoretical reference for con-
temporary people to break free from consumption alienation and achieve comprehensive human
development.
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