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Abstract

The human-like capabilities of artificial intelligence give rise to a renewed inquiry into what makes
a human being human. Taking Marx’s “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844” as its theo-
retical foundation, this paper understands human essence as sensuous confirmation in objective
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activity, and examines from this perspective the conceptual changes of objective activity, sensuous-
ness, and labor products in the digital-intelligent age. The mode of technological application is sys-
tematically restructuring the conditions of human self-confirmation, rooted in the domination of
the direction of technological development by the logic of capital valorization. The path beyond this
predicament lies in shifting technology from substituting for human beings to expanding their ca-
pacities, thereby reestablishing the sensuous conditions in which human beings can perceive their
own essence in objective activity.
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