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Abstract
Starting from the logic of the internal unity of productive forces and human development, Marx
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founded the theory of surplus value and profoundly revealed the essence and operating laws of cap-
italist exploitation. According to Marx’s labor theory of value, productive labor is the sole source of
value and wealth, while financial activities cannot create value. Their essence is still the transfer
and appropriation of the surplus value created by laborers, thus becoming a core channel of capital
valorization. It seems to have changed the mode of capitalist exploitation, but in fact it has not bro-
ken through the interpretive scope of the theory of surplus value. Based on the core connotations
of the Marxist theory of surplus value, this paper defines the manifestations and characteristics of
contemporary capitalist financialization, analyzes the new forms of the production, accumulation,
and distribution of surplus value under the background of financialization, and thereby reveals the
exploitative essence and internal contradictions of contemporary capitalist financialization. It fur-
ther deepens the scientific nature and contemporary validity of the critique of contemporary capi-
talist financialization by the theory of surplus value, providing theoretical support for understand-
ing the essence of contemporary capitalism.
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