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Abstract

Heidegger made an ontological discussion on the relationship between death and survival through
the concepts of “Dasein” and “being to death.” He criticized the traditional metaphysical view of sep-
arating death and survival, and pointed out that death is a possibility and ultimate destination of
Dasein’s existence, which is always entangled with survival. In daily life, this is often reduced to a
non-authentic state, and it is necessary to obtain the true survival by “being to death”. Being towards
death means facing death, understanding the finiteness and possibility of life, and grasping the mean-
ing of survival in a limited time. Heidegger’s death thought reveals the essence of life and awakens
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our questioning of the meaning of survival, but there are also some limitations. We need to dialec-
tically absorb its thoughts, face death, cherish the present, and live the true existence.
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