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Abstract

The theory of alienated labor is the core idea of Marx’s “Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of
1844”, and it is an ideological weapon for criticizing social phenomena such as labor enslavement
and material domination in capitalist society. The development of the world and the changes in so-
ciety have made the living conditions of the working people different from those of the period when
Marx wrote the manuscript. However, the problem of labor alienation exists in different forms in
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production and life, which hinders the comprehensive development of human freedom. Marx’s the-
ory of alienated labor provides important practical inspiration for solving today’s social problems.
Marx abandoned the alienation views of Hegel, Feuerbach, and others, and systematically ex-
pounded his theory of alienated labor in his work “Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of
1844”. In the manuscript, Marx argued for the four fold rule of alienated labor and pointed out the
root cause of alienated labor, which is private property; At the same time, it points out the practical
way to abandon alienated labor. In the new era, Marx’s theory of alienated labor is still relevant and
has important value for the development of Chinese society.
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