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Abstract

This paper defends Kant’s position of prohibiting lying in the “Lie Dilemma” from the perspective of
the view of duty in the philosophy of right. It argues that Kant’'s uncompromising adherence to the
duty of truthfulness is not moral dogmatism, but a fundamental defense of the apriority and formal-
ity of the principle of right. By clarifying the distinction between the domains of right and morality,
this paper identifies the absoluteness of duties of right under the a priori contract. Moreover, com-
pared with the general will, the normativity of right serves as a more solid cornerstone for the order

of civil society. It ultimately demonstrates that Kant’s “austerity” embodies both the preservation
of the rational foundation of the juridical community and the supreme expression of the principle
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that humanity is an end in itself.
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