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Abstract

With the rapid advancement of digital technologies, the gig economy has burgeoned prominently in
developed Western nations, spanning diverse sectors such as ride-hailing, food delivery, and plat-
form-based part-time work, thereby becoming a significant component of the Western labor market.
While superficially embodying an innovative form of “flexible employment” that offers workers ex-
panded occupational choices, the gig economy is concomitantly fraught with issues including the
erosion of labor rights, income instability, and the covert nature of exploitation. From the perspec-
tive of Marxist political economy, the prevalence of the gig economy in the West is neither incidental
nor merely a product of technological innovation; rather, it constitutes an inevitable outcome of the
inherent contradictions of capital accumulation. It reflects strategic adjustments in production meth-
ods and employment patterns undertaken by capital to address accumulation crises and maximize
profit. Grounded in Marxist theoretical frameworks and incorporating contemporary digital Marx-
ism and platform capitalism theories, this paper examines the current proliferation of the Western
gig economy to elucidate its deep-rooted causes. It reveals that the gig economy essentially repre-
sents a contemporary reconfiguration of capitalist exploitation. Furthermore, the paper explores its
implications for Western societies, offering a theoretical lens to comprehend the evolving character-
istics and contradictions of modern capitalism, while providing insights for China to regulate flexible
employment and safeguard labor rights.
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