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Abstract

Capitalist societies establish the legitimacy of their institutional frameworks through normative
principles such as freedom, equality, and rights; however, these principles harbor inherent contra-
dictions with capital domination, wage labor, and private ownership of the means of production.
Marx’s critique of justice under capitalism should be understood by examining the internal contra-
dictions inherent to these capitalist normative principles themselves. Focusing on the contradictory
relationships between the value of freedom and capital domination, the value of equality and wage
labor, and the principle of rights and private ownership of the means of production, this paper an-
alyzes how private ownership of the means of production, the commodification of labor power, and
capital accumulation necessitate concrete implementations of capitalist normative principles, thereby
revealing the social roots of these inherent contradictions. Building on this foundation, the paper
examines how Marx, grounded in the actual social relations of his time, uncovered the underlying
capital domination behind the principles of freedom and equality, and demonstrates how these cap-
italist normative principles ultimately undergo negation within those very social relations. This pa-
per argues that Marx’s critique of capitalist normative principles has transformed the way we ap-
proach the question of justice, elucidating the specific social connotations and historical limitations
inherent to the concepts of freedom, equality, and rights.
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