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Abstract

Alienation is a crucial concept in Marxist philosophical thought. From the Economic and Philosophi-
cal Manuscripts of 1844 to The German Ideology, Marx’s alienation thought underwent a profound
and thorough transformation: from a humanistic alienation view to a historical materialist aliena-
tion view. In the former, Marx criticized the dehumanization of capitalist labor from the perspective
of abstract human nature, with the core category of alienation of “class essence”; In the latter, Marx
takes “real people” and their material production activities as the starting point, understands alien-
ation in the contradictory movement between productive forces and forms of communication, and
uses the category of “division of labor” to achieve theoretical replacement of the paradigm of “alien-
ation”. This transformation is not a simple replacement of concepts, but a fundamental change in
the philosophical paradigm itself-from the moral critical paradigm to the historical critical para-
digm, from the speculative path of “logic first” to the scientific path of “unity of logic and history”.
This article systematically examines the philosophical background, textual basis, and logical links
of the evolution of Marx’s alienation thought, revealing the core significance of this transformation
for the establishment of historical materialism. Based on this, it argues that Marx did not “abandon”
the concept of alienation, but elevated it from abstract philosophical speculation to a concrete cat-
egory of historical scientific analysis.
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