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Abstract

Marx’s critique of modernity is an important intellectual coordinate in modernity theory, and in the
context of modernity it presents itself as three theoretical mirrors. Theorists have extended his cri-
tique of modernity accordingly: some defend capitalist modernity by identifying its theoretical con-
tradictions and denying its validity, while others reflect on the limitations brought about by aca-
demic simplification of and deviation from it. Based on historical materialism, Marx’s critique of
modernity reveals the inherent dialectical movement of modernity. It has not lost its explanatory
power with the changes of the times and has always served as an intellectual resource, prompting
people to inquire into the essence of the times, transcend exploitation and alienation, and realize
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the free and all-round development of human beings.
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