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Abstract

The expansion of blind-box consumption raises a theoretical question: dolls of the same series are
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broadly similar in craftsmanship and material cost, yet their prices can differ dozens of times over.
This is commonly explained by “emotional value”. Drawing on Marx’s labor theory of value, this pa-
per scrutinizes that explanation. Many studies hold that the dual character of labor determines that
value can be formed only by abstract labor, while use value answers merely why a thing is useful;
“emotional value”, as a description of utility, is a contemporary form of use value and is not value
itself. Blind boxes can “price emotion” because abstract labor gives way to narrative, socially neces-
sary labor time gives way to scarcity expectations, and use value gives way to status markers—to-
gether pushing price away from value; under monopoly conditions the gains from this deviation are
redistributed, and the commodification of emotion opens new space for it. Accordingly, this paper
argues for clarifying the source of value through labor education, constraining price deviation through
market regulation, and dissolving symbol worship through quality cultural provision, so as to guide
youth consumption back to rationality.
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Figure 1. The three moments of Marx’s labor theory of value and the threefold “Yielding” in blind-box consumption
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