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Abstract

The interrelationship between theory and practice constitutes a core issue systematically eluci-
dated by Marx in the Introduction to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right. Marx both affirms the
determining role of material practice over theory and acknowledges the possibility of theory’s
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transformation into a material force, thereby revealing the interrelationship in which the two are
both distinct from and interconnected with each other. Returning to the intellectual-historical con-
text of Marx’s debate with the Young Hegelians in the “Introduction”, this paper analyzes the issue
from three dimensions: the determining role of material practice, the transformation of theory into
amaterial force, and the dialectical unity of the two. It demonstrates how the priority of the material
and the agency of theory are realized in their unity of opposites, and thereby clarifies the funda-
mental standpoint and methodological significance of the “Introduction” regarding the relationship
between theory and practice.
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