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Abstract

Based on the materialist conception of history and adopting the perspective of state governance,
this paper systematically examines the core essence of Marx and Engels’s ideas on the rule of law
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and provides an in-depth analysis of their essential characteristics. The concept of the rule of law
within Marx and Engels’ perspective on state governance encompasses three core elements: First,
drawing on the materialist conception of history, it reveals the class nature and material constraints
of law, clarifying that law is fundamentally rooted in the material relations of social life; second,
with the functional orientation of constraining power and safeguarding rights, it upholds the prin-
ciple of the supremacy of law, achieving an organic unity between regulating public power and pro-
tecting rights and interests; third, it treats the rule of law as the foundational pillar of state govern-
ance, establishing a relational paradigm in which the rule of law and governance interact bidirec-
tionally and maintain a dynamic balance. On this basis, this philosophy exhibits three essential char-
acteristics: the dialectical integration of class character and public interest; the dual dimensions of
critical analysis and constructive development; and the high degree of unity between historicity and
practicality. Clarifying the theoretical core of this philosophy helps us further examine its practical
application in contemporary China, providing important intellectual resources and theoretical ref-
erences for advancing the modernization of the national governance system and governance capac-
ity in the new era.
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