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Abstract
Virtue ethics has experienced a contemporary renaissance and grown increasingly robust.
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Concurrently, domestic research on virtue ethics has proliferated. Given its shared emphasis on
moral conduct, education, practice, and the virtuous individual (the junzi), Confucianism is frequently
compared with virtue ethics. However, as scholar Yong Huang rightly points out, a more pressing
endeavor is to explore how Confucianism can help virtue ethics develop further. The virtue theory
of classical Chinese Confucianism not only aligns with virtue ethics at the theoretical level but also
provides documented anecdotes and classic case studies that serve as arguments to strengthen the
validity of the theory. This paper attempts to systematically examine the qualities of virtuous action
within the Confucian tradition. By using these qualities as guiding principles for action, this study
analyzes cases of moral dilemmas recorded in classical texts. By investigating the choices made and
the outcomes of handling such dilemmas, this paper aims to reinforce Rosalind Hursthouse’s argu-
ments regarding virtue ethics and action in Part I of her book On Virtue Ethics.
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