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Abstract

In only eleven brief theses, Marx accomplished a twofold critique of both old materialism and idealism,
the weapon of which was the concept of practice. Old materialism, represented by Feuerbach,
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conceived of objects merely as objects of intuition and failed to grasp the significance of practical-crit-
ical activity; idealism, by contrast, abstractly developed human agency only to dissolve reality into the
movement of concepts. A dimension of the Theses that is often overlooked, however, lies in the third
thesis on the controversy over circumstances and education, the eighth thesis that all social life is es-
sentially practical, and the tenth thesis on the divergent standpoints of old and new materialism. Be-
hind the famous call to change the world stands the question of philosophical standpoint: the world
Marx sought to change is not an object of arbitrary action but of practical transformation grounded in
human society. Returning to the textual and intellectual context of the Theses not only clarifies the
complex relation of inheritance and rupture between Marx on the one hand and Feuerbach and Hegel
on the other, but also offers classical theoretical resources for understanding the transformation of
labor in the digital age and the practical logic of Chinese-style modernization.
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