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Abstract

A case study of the foreign cultures represented in English language textbooks used by Chinese ju-
nior high schools was conducted. It finds that: 1) Chinese culture and culture of inner circle coun-
tries are favoured but international culture, area-not specific culture and transnational culture
are under-represented; 2) The presentation of cultural content is in a diverse manner with signif-
icant differences in the proportion of each content; 3) The representation of cultures is mainly ex-
plicit and only partially implicit. Based on these findings, it is suggested that culture materials from
textbooks can center on Chinese cultural contents and present cultures from countries worldwide.
Instead of cultural contents taking the lion’s share, other cultural contents should be equally inte-
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grated. Teachers can aim to develop curriculum resources, helping students understand the dif-
ferences in cultures and hold activities that can make them output what they know about cul-
tures.
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