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Abstract

This paper analyzes the dynamics of policy change of teachers’ moral construction in China’s col-
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leges and universities in the new era based on multi-source stream theory. The results show that
the policy change of teachers’ ethics construction in China’s colleges and universities in the new
era is the result of the joint action of three streams, namely problem stream, policy stream and po-
litical stream. The alienation of postgraduate student-teacher relationship and the frequent oc-
currence of teachers’ moral misconduct constitute the problem stream; recommendations and
proposals from policymakers, experts and academics on this issue constitute the policy stream;
the governing philosophy of the ruling party and the continuous concern of the public constitute
the political stream. With the help of the policy entrepreneurs, the three streams align and suc-
cessfully open the policy window to facilitate policy change of teachers’ ethics construction in col-
leges and universities.
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Figure 1. The explanatory logic of multi-source flow theory
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Figure 2. A Multi-source flow theory analysis of policy changes in teachers’ ethics construction in China’s colleges and
universities in the new era
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