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Abstract

The cultivation of students’ critical thinking ability has raised great concerns in the foreign lan-
guage field in recent years. By means of the CiteSpace visualization software, this research con-
ducts a statistical analysis of published articles in CNKI, so as to grasp the domestic status quo of
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relevant studies on critical thinking in English language teaching. The research result shows that
in general, the number of annual published papers is increasing, and empirical studies are scarce.
The cultivation of English major students in universities is the focal research subject. The research
themes could be classified into “survey research” “cultivation path and model research” and “ref-
lection and review research” according to thematic analysis. The future researches could pay
more attention to empirical investigations, and critical thinking cultivation of English teachers.
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Figure 1. Annual research volume on “critical thinking in English language teaching” in CNKI (2002~2023)
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Table 1. Research methods in different research periods
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Figure 2. The co-occurrence diagram of keywords in the research of “critical thinking
in English language teaching” in CNKI
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Table 2. The frequency and centrality of high-frequency keywords in the research of “critical thinking in English language

teaching” in CNKI
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Figure 3. The profile of keywords with the strongest citation bursts
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Table 3. The information of highly-cited literatures on “critical thinking in English language teaching” in CNKI
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Figure 4. The clustering network of keywords in the research of “critical thinking in English language teaching” in CNKI
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