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Abstract

Textbook is an important teaching resource in the process of English teaching, and illustrations, as
a basic element of any language textbook, play an extremely important role in the textbook. This
paper analyzes the types of illustrations in the compulsory module 1 of PEP Edition (2019) for sen-
ior high school statistically by adopting the content analysis method, and analyzes the functions of
textbook illustrations from the three dimensions of decorating the layout, promoting comprehen-
sion, and providing learning content. The study found that: the seven main types of illustrations,
photographs, comics, cartoons, tables, drawings, flowcharts, and maps are used. The largest num-
ber of them are photographs, followed by cartoons and comics; about half of the illustrations in the
textbook only function as decorating the layout, which is not closely related to the text content, and
the number of illustrations that promote comprehension and provide content is relatively small.
The illustrations that promote comprehension and provide content are mainly distributed in the
practice questions of the textbook.
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Table 1. The functional framework for analyzing textbook illustrations
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Table 2. Scholars’ classification of textbook illustrations
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Table 3. The overview distribution of illustrations’ types in textbook
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Table 4. The overview distribution of illustrations’ functions in textbook
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