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Abstract

As an important component of textbooks, illustrations are related to the task of cultivating virtue
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and nurturing people. This study aims to explore the potential impact of textbook illustrations on
students’ gender concepts, provide suggestions for textbook writers on gender equality in illustra-
tion design, and enhance educators’ understanding of gender representation issues in textbooks.
This article mainly analyzes the representational meaning, interactive meaning, and compositional
meaning of illustrations in PEP Book 7A and NSE Book 74, in order to explore the gender represen-
tation in illustrations. Research has found that from the three perspective of visual design grammar,
illustrations in PEP Book 7A generally follow the principle of gender equality. From the perspective
of interactive meaning, there is no obvious gender discrimination in the illustrations of NSE Book
7A. However, from the perspective of representational meaning and compositional meaning, males
tend to be in the spotlight and positioned on the right and center of the image. Therefore, there is a
certain degree of gender inequality in the textbook of Foreign Language Teaching and Research
Press. Finally, based on the research results, the author proposes three suggestions, hoping to help
enhance students’ awareness of gender equality.
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Table 1. Visual image analysis framework
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Table 2. The frequency of male and female appearances in illustrations in PEP and NSE
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Table 3. The number of illustrations of different types in PEP
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Table 4. The number of illustrations of different types in NSE
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Table 5. Gender ratio of actors and phenomena in the illustrations of PEP
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Table 6. Gender ratio of actors and phenomena in the illustrations of NSE
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Figure 1. NSE grade 7 volume 1, 2024, page 17
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Figure 2. NSE grade 7 volume 1, 2024, page 57
2. SMRREEFL LM, 2024, 57 HE

Figure 3. NSE grade 7 volume 1, 2024, page 72
3. IMRREEFL LM, 2024, 72 E
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Figure 4. PEP grade 7 volume 1, 2024, page 4
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Table 9. Male and female position in illustrations of PEP
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Table 10. Male and Female Position in Illustrations of NSE
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Figure 5. NSE grade 7 volume 1, 2024, page 47
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Figure 6. NSE grade 7 volume 1, 2024, page 60
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