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Abstract

Country and Area Studies (CAS) courses are an important part of the undergraduate curriculum for
English majors. Introduction to Major English-Speaking Countries, one in the CAS course system, how-
ever, reports pedagogical problems of such courses in knowledge learning, critical thinking and
value communicating. Based on the theoretical classification of disciplines and by drawing on the
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experience of classroom teaching, this study proposes forming knowledge systems, providing ana-
lytical tools and shaping values as the main aspects of course construction. The study further sug-
gests paths of course construction in terms of teaching philosophies and teaching methods.
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Figure 1. Paths of course construction of Introduction to Major English-Speaking Countries
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