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Abstract

General education plays a significant role in cultivating high-quality applied talents. This paper pro-
vides an overview of general education, the classification of general education courses, and the chal-
lenges in general education implementation. It delves into the necessity of setting up humanities
and social science general education courses in application-oriented engineering universities. Fur-
thermore, based on the “Goal-Process-Outcome” framework, the pathways for effectively develop-
ing humanities and social science general education courses have been proposed, which covers three
dimensions: teaching goals, teaching processes, and teaching outcomes.
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Table 1. Classification of general education courses
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Table 2. Learning outcomes of the general education course “Predictably Irrational”
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Table 3. Ranking of the reasons that prompt students to choose this course
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