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Abstract

Left-behind children are a special group under the registered residence system in China, which is a
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hot spot of Chinese “indigenous” issues. Exploring the theoretical issues related to left-behind child-
ren is an active attempt to build Chinese indigenous academic theory from the actual situation of
China. In rural left-behind families, the inter-generational education between grandparents and
grandchildren has replaced parental education as the main content of family education, and in-
ter-generational education has attracted the attention of our society due to the special participation
of both groups. This article focuses on the issue of interaction between grandparents and grandchil-
dren in inter-generational education, through field work, observing the types of inter-generational
education for rural left-behind children from the perspective of the power assignment reflected in
the interaction between the two parties. In the observation of 8 left-behind families in a town in
Ya’an, Sichuan Province, we have found four main types: Implicit relationship of centralized power,
explicit relationship of centralized power, appropriate implementation of freedom, and radical
implementation of freedom. At the same time, examples are cited to illustrate the exact interac-
tion between grandparents and grandchildren under different types of inter-generational educa-
tion. This exploration contributes to further understanding of the current situation for rural
left-behind children and promotes the construction of the indigenous theory relating to indigen-
ous issues.
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