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Abstract

This study examines publicly-funded normal university students at University S in Northern Guang-
dong, using Goffman’s dramaturgical theory to explore the common phenomenon of implicit learning
behaviors among this group. The research identifies that “underperformance declarative” implicit
learning, regardless of its motivations, consistently frames academic achievement as the ultimate
measure of all efforts. “Low effort declarative” implicit learning reveals a contradictory attitude to-
wards the value of effort itself, while “low progress declarative” implicit learning underscores the
prominence of competitive consciousness in learners’ minds. Implicit learning may emerge as a com-
plex social phenomenon influenced by dissatisfaction with learning outcomes, the subtle effects of the
doctrine of the mean, peer competition pressures, and the burden of meaningless study tasks. To ad-
dress these issues, strategies such as lowering unrealistic expectations, recognizing personal abilities,
reducing unnecessary comparisons, and embracing the possibility of failure can help foster a positive
learning mindset among adolescents and contribute to a healthy, harmonious campus culture.
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