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Abstract

Marx’s doctoral dissertation “The Difference between Democritus’s Natural Philosophy and Epicu-
reans’ Natural philosophy” is not only a lifesome interpretation of the early philosophical thoughts,
but also an important source for later generations to understand the formation process of Marx’s
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overall thought. Thus this paper studies not only Epicurus philosophy, but also the whole philosoph-
ical trend of the late Greek period, including Epicurus, Stoic and skeptics, which were super popular
back to the moment of that time. Although Marx’s doctoral dissertation mainly discusses the atomic
philosophy of Democritus and Epicurus, it is still worth mentioning that its specific content like crit-
ical thinking, linking theory with practice, interdisciplinary research and the application of histor-
ical materialism, all inspire the ideological and political education for all university students even
in the new era.
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