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Abstract

As a key practical platform for educational informatization, online courses continue to attract wide-
spread attention. This study relies on literature collected from the China National Knowledge Infra-
structure database and uses CiteSpace software for visual analysis to systematically review the
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development of online course research in China from 2013 to 2023. We conducted an in-depth ex-
ploration of the research content through multiple dimensions such as combing trends in articles,
collaboration networks between institutions and authors, keyword distribution, research hotspots
and their evolution trends. Research has found significant differences in the selection of research
perspectives, application of research methods, expansion of research fields, and definition of re-
search objects. Looking ahead to the future, Chinese researchers need to further strengthen the ri-
gor of research methods, broaden the scope of research subjects, and promote online courses to
move towards a more comprehensive and systematic direction.
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Figure 1. Annual literature publication volume of online courses
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Figure 2. Distribution of research institutions and authors regarding online course literature
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Figure 3. Co-occurrence knowledge map of keywords in online course literature
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Figure 4. Keyword clustering diagram of online course literature
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DA K2 FH 2 Fhade o) TR S A 0 I HL B [9] o Bhoc A S5 2 T I 0 = T v AR TE 280 Hh R FH X 4 TR AR T
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BUHIDN S, DARFE BT 5T R RERIZE N ORI 5 ANEE 15 ANl I 2 1) MPOC i BRI [14]. #&
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REF LA 7T, TEAE % H AME L IRFE PPN AR Ui ) LG 1 JE it b, 2R B B YOI FE R, 0 I 2 1R
MREPE, GUBMEHA R T — DR ITELR PN bR A R . 0k R I B IR WS REAHE T % A8 b 1AL
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FZ, it 26 A AR A TN R R [19].

(5) IRFR IR 5T
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Figure 5. The top 14 keywords with the highest prominence intensity in online course research
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