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Abstract

In the context of increasing globalization and cultural diversity, English learning has transcended
the mere acquisition of language skills and has extended to the realms of cultural cognition and
national cultural identity. The new curriculum standards emphasize the importance of cultural
awareness as a core competency in English education, requiring students to acquire cultural
knowledge, compare cultural similarities and differences, strengthen cultural confidence, and de-
velop the ability to engage in cross-cultural communication and disseminate Chinese culture. How-
ever, current high school English teaching practices often neglect cultural education, resulting in
students’ limited ability to express and share their own culture. Therefore, this paper clarifies the
concepts of cultural awareness and the capacity to disseminate Chinese culture. After analyzing the
current state of cultivating Chinese cultural dissemination abilities in high school English teaching,
this study proposes a teaching design using notable figures from Lingnan culture as examples. It
further outlines specific teaching strategies to enhance students’ ability to disseminate Chinese cul-
ture, aiming to promote the gradual realization of moral education and core competency goals in
high school English teaching.
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Table 1. The thematic analysis of texts in high school English (PEP)
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Zhan Tianvou: A Renowned Cultural Figure of Lingnan

Zhan Tianyou (April 26, 1861 - April 24, 1919), a male of Han cthnicity, also known by his courtesy name Juancheng and
style Datang, was a prominent figure in Lingnan culiure, Hailing from Wuyuan, Huizhou, he was bom in Nanhai County,
Guangzhou Prefecture, Guangdong Province (now Liwan District, Guangzhou City), As a young prodigy, he went abroad to study
in the United Swates ot the age of 12 and enrolled at Yale University's Civil Engineering Department in 1878, specializing in
railway engineering. Renowned as China's first chiel railway engineer, he made significant contributions to China's railway
construction and was honored as the "Father of Chinese Railways” and the "Father of Modemn Chinese Engineering.”

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, when China was actively seeking modernization, Zhan Tianyou emerged as a
beacon of hope and innovation, In 1888, he returned to China after graduating with honors from Yale and joined the China

Railway Company as an engineer, His talent and dedication soon led him 1o take charge of major projects, such as the construction

of the Luanhe Bridge, where he successlully overcame numerous technical challenges using innevative methods,

Zhan Tianyou's masterpicee was undoubtedly the Beijing-Zhangjiakou Railway, which he led from 1905 to 1909, This
railway was the first to be designed and built entirely by China, and it showcased Zhan's ingenuity with the creation of the "vertical shaft excavation method"
and the "herringbone™ route, which amazed both China and the world. His contributions to the planning and construction of other milways, such as Hu-Jia,
Luo-Tong, Jin-Lu, Jin-Zhou, Ping-Li, Xin-¥i, Chao-Shan, and Yue-Han, were also noteworthy.

Beyond his technical achievements, Zhan Tianyou was a patriotic figure who deeply cared about the future of his country. He faced numerous challenges
and obstacles due 10 the cormiption of the Chinese government and the competition from imperialist powers, but he never gave up. His perseverance, hard
work, and determination (o build a sironger China through railway construction inspired countless people.

Zhan Tianyou passed away in Hankou on April 24, 1919, at the age of 59, due o overwork and illness, However, his legacy lives on through the railways
he built and the spirit he embodicd. Zhou Enlai praised him as a glory of the Chinese people, while Li Siguang commented that Zhan's outstanding
achievements in building the Beijing-Zhangjiakou Railway boosted the morale of the Chinese people who were suffering humiliation at that time and
demonstrated their great spirit and wisdom. Fang Zhigin also hailed Zhan as an inheritor and promaoter of the great spiritual tradition and innovative ability off
the ancient Chinese scientisis and engineers, leaving a great spinitual legacy for today's scientific and technological community.

In summary, Zhan Tianyou was not only a great engineer but also a cultural icon of Lingnan, representing the spirit of innovation, perseverance, and
patriotism, His life and work continue to inspire people today, reminding us of the importance of hard work, dedication, and the pursuit of excellence,

Figure 1. Famous Lingnan celebrity—Zhan Tianyou
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