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Abstract

The scaffolding teaching method comprises several steps, including identifying the zone of proximal
development (ZPD), selecting learning tasks, providing learning scaffolds, creating the learning
context, engaging in collaborative inquiry, and evaluating effectiveness. This study takes the ZPD as
its starting point and, based on a framework for categorizing teacher scaffolds, examines three in-
tegrated reading and writing lessons from the 17th National Junior High School English Teachers’
Teaching Skills Competition. Through textual analysis and classroom observation, it was found that
in these high-quality lessons, the types of scaffolds are diverse, their frequency of use is high, and
the teaching outcomes are satisfactory. The teachers flexibly adjust the presupposed scaffolds to
accommodate the actual circumstances, which demonstrates their resourceful teaching wisdom.
This study summarizes the common features of scaffolds used in these lessons and, in view of the
experiences, gives suggestions to enhance the effectiveness of scaffolding teaching.
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Table 1. An overview of the lesson samples in this study
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Cl Tl LER Unit 9 What does he look like?
C2 T2 IR Unit 8 A green world: Going green
C3 T3 IR Unit 9 Have you ever been to a museum?
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