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Abstract

In the field of foreign language acquisition, English, as a foreign language, is widely believed to be mas-
tered through the breadth and depth of language input. According to the Sociocultural Theory, lan-
guage learning is a social interaction process, in which teachers’ classroom questioning is one of the
important ways to provide language input. Through questioning, English teachers can not only effec-
tively manage the classroom but also stimulate students’ language expression and promote their in-
teraction and communication with peers in the classroom, thereby strengthening students’ domi-
nant role in the classroom. The new round of basic education curriculum reform further emphasizes
the dominant position of students. To fully realize students’ classroom subjectivity, English teachers
must enhance students’ enthusiasm and initiative in participating in the classroom. However, in cur-
rent junior high school English teaching, some teachers have not yet been able to improve students’
participation by making timely and effective adjustments to classroom questioning strategies. This
study focuses on the questioning skills of junior high school English teachers in the classroom to as-
sess the current state of classroom questioning by junior high school English teachers and the degree
of student classroom participation. Based on classroom observations and research findings, this pa-
per will propose some valuable suggestions to the education community, aiming to enhance students’
participation in English classes and achieve deeper language acquisition and the social interaction
process advocated by the Sociocultural Theory.
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