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Abstract

As the highest-weighted section in major English proficiency tests, reading comprehension serves
as an effective means for comprehensive assessment of students’ integrated language proficiency.
This study conducts an in-depth analysis of reading comprehension sections from three 2024 Na-
tional College Entrance Examination (NCEE) English test papers: the New Curriculum Standard Pa-
pers I & II and National Paper A, based on the “China’s Standards of English” (CSE). The analysis
framework encompasses four dimensions: text types, thematic categories, cognitive abilities, and
content structures, aiming to summarize the design features of reading comprehension tasks in
China’s national college entrance examination. Building on the analytical findings, this paper explores
strategic approaches for cultivating English reading competence and provides practical recommen-
dations for senior high school English reading instruction. The research outcomes offer both theo-
retical support and practical guidance for enhancing students’ reading proficiency and optimizing
teaching effectiveness.
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Table 1. Reading proficiency descriptor parameters
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Table 2. Textual genre analysis of reading passages in the 2024 NCEE
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Table 3. Thematic category analysis of reading passages in the 2024 NCEE
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Table 4. Cognitive ability assessment analysis of reading passages in the 2024 NCEE
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Table 5. Content structure assessment analysis of reading passages in the 2024 NCEE
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