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Abstract

Data from the National Bureau of Statistics and the Ministry of Education reveal that China’s urbaniza-
tion rate reached 66.16% in 2023, with large-scale rural labor migration resulting in 15.5056 million
left-behind children facing educational and developmental challenges. This paper systematically ana-
lyzes three core contradictions in the education of rural left-behind children: spatial resource alloca-
tion imbalance, high prevalence of emotional disorders, and cumulative disadvantages in academic
performance. The study highlights that under intergenerational and single-parent caregiving models,
these children encounter emotional alienation, impaired socialization, and weakened educational
functions. Grandparents’ emphasis on physical care over educational guidance, coupled with paternal
absence, further exacerbates mental health risks. Future efforts should integrate social resources to
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promote balanced urban-rural educational development, thereby addressing the educational plight of
rural left-behind children and contributing to rural revitalization.
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