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Abstract

Universities are the main battlegrounds of education, and their moral education bears the
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important responsibility of cultivating builders and successors of socialism. John Dewey, as a great
philosopher and educator in the 20th century, has had a profound influence on the moral education
of many countries. His moral education ideas were formed during the period when American soci-
ety was undergoing an overall transformation and the defects of traditional American moral educa-
tion ideas were revealed. They are based on pragmatism and functional psychology. By combining
Dewey’s ideas on the purpose, content, and methods of moral education with the existing problems
in China’s university moral education work, such as the loss of the purpose of moral education and
the neglect of students’ subjectivity, it is proposed that the concept of moral education should be
changed and the subjectivity of college students should be emphasized to promote the development
of moral education in Chinese universities.
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