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Abstract

Teaching serves as the foundation of university establishment, while scientific research constitutes
the cornerstone of institutional strengthening. The quality of talent cultivation remains the core
proposition and value orientation in higher education development. Under the strategic back-
ground of building an innovative nation, cultivating new-era talents with both critical thinking and
innovative practical capabilities has become an urgent requirement for higher education reform.
Capitalizing on the integrated characteristics of theoretical reasoning and practical application in-
herent in the Urban Geography course, this paper proposes a three-dimensional cultivation path-
way from the perspective of teaching paradigm transformation: fostering an ecology of academic
contention through constructing democratized teaching environments; enhancing students’ cogni-
tive agency by implementing humanistic educational philosophy; and improving scientific problem-
solving efficacy via systematic training in innovative thinking tools. The research demonstrates that
the coordinated advancement of these three dimensions effectively enhances geographical talents’
innovative literacy and research capabilities, achieving organic integration of knowledge transmis-
sion and innovation cultivation, thereby providing replicable practical pathways for cultivating in-
novative talents in geographical disciplines.
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Table 1. Democratic climate construction and research innovation capability cultivation
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Table 2. Training objectives and case studies for scientific thinking in “Urban Spatial Structure Analysis”
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