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Abstract

Myth carries the essence of traditional national culture and has high cultural value. It is not only the
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cognition and explanation of the ancestors to the world, but also contains rich spiritual connotation
and cultural information. By combing and analyzing the mythological texts in the Human Education
edition, Su Education Edition, Beijing Normal University edition and Ministry edition of primary
school Chinese textbooks, this paper finds that there are some characteristics, such as unbalanced
distribution of types, concentrated distribution of grades, unbalanced gender ratio of characters
and different versions of content. Based on this, it is proposed that optimization strategies should
be introduced to enhance the diversity and balance of myth types. These strategies include enrich-
ing the forms of creation myths, increasing the proportion of tragic myths and distributing various
types of myths more reasonably; balancing the gender ratio of mythological characters by increas-
ing the proportion of female mythological figures; and optimizing the integration of different ver-
sions of myths by providing comparative reading materials and other editorial optimization strat-
egies. These measures are aimed at improving the quality of myth teaching, preserving cultural her-
itage, and promoting students’ development.
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Table 1. The selection of mythological texts in various versions of primary school Chinese textbooks
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Figure 1. Distribution of mythological texts in different versions of primary school Chinese textbooks by grade level
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Figure 2. Proportion of male and female images in various categories of mythologies in primary school Chinese textbooks
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Figure 3. Proportion of male and female images in Chinese mythologies in primary school Chinese textbooks
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