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Abstract

This paper explores the similarities and differences between Chinese and Japanese aid to higher
education in ASEAN countries and its impact through historical analysis and case studies. The study
finds that Japan’s assistance is mainly technical assistance, focusing on high-end talent training and
long-term human resource development, and emphasizing cooperation with Japanese enterprises
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and labor demand matching, while China’s assistance focuses on breadth and scale, with the gov-
ernment taking the lead in promoting talent cultivation and higher education infrastructure con-
struction, and emphasizing the concept of “win-win cooperation”. Both of them have realized the
change from “teaching a man to fish” to “teaching a man to fish”, but Japan is more prominent in fine
management and technological advantages, while China is unique in scale and language and culture
dissemination. In view of the shortcomings of Chinese assistance, it is recommended to strengthen
publicity, improve the quality of education and promote sustainable development, with a view to
providing a reference for China’s assistance to ASEAN higher education in the future.
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Figure 1. Japan’s ODA for ASEAN higher education
E 1 BAMFEESFHE ODA
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