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Abstract

There has always been a close interaction between language testing and language teaching, with the
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two promoting and influencing each other. The influence of language testing on teaching is often
called “washback”, which can be categorised into positive and negative reversal. As the new reform
of the College Entrance Examination progresses nationwide, the reform of language testing has also
become an important part of educational change. This study takes the reform of the English college
entrance examination in Zhejiang Province, one of the first pilot reforms, as the object of research,
systematically combs through the background and implementation path of the reform, and focuses
on analysing the washback triggered by the reform in the dimensions of teachers “teaching and stu-
dents” learning. It is found that the reform of the English college entrance examination in Zhejiang
Province has generally produced washback, and presents a dual impact of both positive and nega-
tive coexistence. Based on these findings, this paper further proposes recommendations for teach-
ers and students to improve the reform, aiming to promote the reform of the English college en-
trance examination to better serve the teaching practice and play a positive educational guidance
role.
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