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Abstract

This study focuses on cultivating thinking qualities in junior high school English reading instruction.
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It analyzes the current situation and proposes strategies by combining the curriculum standards
and Bloom’s taxonomy. Currently, a prominent issue in English reading instruction is the overem-
phasis on language knowledge while neglecting the cultivation of critical thinking skills. The study
suggests that teaching should balance the development of both low-level and high-level thinking.
Teachers should first study the text, exploring its thematic meaning and educational value from the
perspectives of theme content, writing intention, and language structure. Then, they should design
step-by-step activities to promote the gradual development of students’ thinking. In the before-
reading stage, thinking is activated through brainstorming and prediction; in the while reading
stage, low-order thinking is strengthened through information labeling and mind mapping, and
high-order thinking is improved through role-playing and debates; in the post-reading stage, crea-
tive thinking is developed via continuation and project-based production. This study takes The
Time Eating Monster, published by Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press, as an example,
demonstrating the practical process of pre-reading prediction, while-reading analysis with ques-
tion chains, and post-reading thematic deepening, providing a feasible path for improving students’
thinking qualities in junior high school English reading teaching. In reading teaching, teachers need
to promote students’ transition from superficial understanding of the text to in-depth construction
through step-by-step activities and question chains, to realize the coordinated improvement of lan-
guage proficiency and thinking ability and fulfill the educational goal of cultivating core literacy.
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