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Abstract

Family infant and toddler care services are among the most important forms of childcare services
in China. Since the fifties of the last century, family infant and toddler care services have been an
important part of the development of childcare services in China. With the changes in the social
development environment, the childcare service system established in the era of planned economy
has gradually disintegrated, and the form of family infant and toddler childcare services has gradu-
ally withdrawn from the field of attention of social and public policies. After 2019, with the entry of
childcare services into the public policy vision, the support and normative system for the develop-
ment of family infant and toddler care services has gradually taken shape. The promulgation of the
Measures for the Management of Family Childcare Centers in 2023 marks that China’s family infant
and toddler care services have entered a new era of standardized development. In this process, it is
the basic experience of being consistent with social needs, scientific management system, and match-
ing resource supply and management capabilities, which also provides a direction and reference
for the support and standardization of family infant and toddler care services in China in the future.
At present, China’s family infant and toddler care service support and standardization system has
been initially formed, but it is also in the process of continuous optimization, and specific support
and normative measures still need to be deepened.
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Table 1. Policy documents related to family childcare support and norms from the 50s of the last century to 2019
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Table 2. Policy documents related to family childcare support and norms from 2019 to now
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