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Abstract

Using the specialized course “Chinese Characters and Culture” as a vehicle, this study addresses the
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lack of engaging cultural learning and weak practical skills in traditional character teaching by pro-
posing an “integrated learning and research” teaching model. A comparative experiment was con-
ducted involving an experimental group (n = 48) and a control group (n = 47). Data analysis using
SPSS 20.0 revealed that the experimental group achieved significantly higher scores than the con-
trol group in analytical essays, deciphering ancient scripts, and overall evaluations. The model, em-
ploying “Research-Driven” and “Competition-Driven” Learning strategies, effectively merges char-
acter form-meaning analysis with value-oriented elements. This integration demonstrably en-
hances students’ applied character skills, interdisciplinary thinking and cultural identity and ap-
preciation, offering a replicable paradigm for reforming language and culture courses.
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Table 1. Implementation status of pedagogical interventions: experimental vs. control groups
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Table 3. Score distribution by question type in terminal assessments (X + s, score)
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