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Abstract

As one of the women'’s newspapers with the largest circulation and the longest period of circulation
in modern China, “The Woman’s Messenger” constructed a unique path of gender enlightenment
during the social transition period of the early civil war. Based on a moderate and tolerant view of
women’s education, “The Woman’s Messenger” in its infancy advocated the equal importance of
women’s scientific and domestic education, advocated free but not indulgent women’s moral edu-
cation, and emphasized women’s right to education and women’s self-expression. Compared with
the radical women’s newspapers of the same period, “The Woman’s Messenger” moderate concep-
tion of women’s education, though a little short of a pioneering attitude, provided a transitional
program for intellectual women from domestic responsibility to public participation. Sorting out
this moderate conception of women’s education not only reveals the historical vein obscured by the
mainstream narrative and enriches the pluralistic picture of the history of women’s education in
modern times, but also provides a new historical dimension for understanding the complexity of
the transformation of China’s gender order.
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