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Abstract

Against the backdrop of current educational assessment reforms, formative evaluation in
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elementary Chinese language education continues to face practical challenges such as formalism
and short-termism. This paper attempts to explore the applicability of “patience capital” theory in
education from three dimensions—time, resources, and agency, and preliminarily proposes three
evaluation principles: long-term orientation, differentiated empowerment, and multi-stakeholder
collaboration. By analyzing the current lack of patience capital across four levels—students, teach-
ers, parents, and school systems, it reveals structural causes and attempts to construct a three-
pronged formative assessment system encompassing conceptual innovation, mechanism design,
and institutional safeguards. This system emphasizes making “patience” explicit as operational eval-
uation indicators. Through collaborative evaluation involving home, school, and community, as well
as patience-based incentive points, it promotes the long-term cultivation of literacy. This study of-
fers preliminary insights to address implementation challenges in formative assessment, with fu-
ture empirical research needed for refinement.
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