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Abstract

Against the backdrop of China’s vigorous implementation of the rural revitalization strategy, en-
couraging application-oriented university students to engage in entrepreneurship in their hometowns
has been regarded as a critical pathway to promote rural economic transformation and achieve
high-quality development. Taking undergraduates from Nanning University as the research sample,
this study employs questionnaire surveys combined with data analysis to investigate the compre-
hensive mechanisms through which individual, family, policy, and social factors influence students’
willingness to return home for entrepreneurship. The results reveal that the overall level of entre-
preneurial intention among college students is relatively low, with only 38% of respondents ex-
pressing a willingness to start businesses in rural areas. Exploratory factor analysis identifies two
primary dimensions: “policy and environmental support” and “individual capacity and intrinsic mo-
tivation”. Among these, access to information, transportation convenience, and policy incentives
constitute the key elements of the external environment, while confidence in entrepreneurial sKills,
family financial support, and role-model effects serve as internal driving forces. Furthermore, mul-
tiple-response analysis indicates that insufficient funding, the attractiveness of urban employment
opportunities, and market risks represent the three main obstacles to rural entrepreneurship. Tex-
tual analysis further suggests that students generally expect universities to offer courses related to
rural industries, organize thematic lectures, and provide practical platforms to enhance their en-
trepreneurial competence and perception of opportunities. Overall, the findings demonstrate that
entrepreneurial intention is jointly shaped by external conditions and internal factors, and that the
coordinated promotion of policy support, educational guidance, and resource provision constitutes
a crucial pathway to strengthening students’ motivation for rural entrepreneurship.
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Table 2. Descriptive statistical analysis table of demographic variables
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Figure 1. Pie chart of college students’ entrepreneurial intention to return home
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Table 7. Summary of multiple analysis cases
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Table 8. Multiple analysis
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Figure 2. Returning home entrepreneurial advice word cloud map
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