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Abstract

From the perspective of the country’s long-term development strategy, cultivating top-notch inno-
vative talents has become an important goal of current talent cultivation reform. However, in prac-
tice, “top-notch” talents exhibit a “race to the bottom” academic behavior of sacrificing their own
innovation ability in pursuit of their goals, which essentially belongs to two different internal logics
from “innovative talents”. As an analytical perspective, cultural sociology emphasizes the focus on
the cultural factors behind “race to the bottom” academic performance, which faces cultural dilem-
mas such as value conflicts, institutional regulations, family cultural mechanisms, and habitual
thinking. The academic performance of students is closely linked to their academic success and na-
tional talent cultivation achievements. Limited educational resources have given rise to a tension
vortex between “efficiency first” and “innovative development” among college students, which has
evolved into a vicious cycle within the framework of neoliberalism. Based on this, this study ex-
plores the generation mechanism of “race to the bottom” academic performance among college stu-
dents from the perspective of cultural sociology, aiming to provide reference suggestions for culti-
vating innovative college talents.
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