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Abstract

This study explores the design of question chains in junior high school English reading teaching,
grounded in the thinking quality of the core competencies outlined in the Compulsory Education’s
English Curriculum Standards (2022 Edition). Using the text from Unit 6 Reading of the eighth-grade
textbook published by Yilin Press as a case study, the study examines how scientifically designed
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question chains can effectively cultivate students’ thinking quality in English reading classes. Based
on an analysis of the conceptual framework of question chains and the requirements of the english
curriculum standards, the study proposes that the design of question chains should adhere to the prin-
ciples of systematicness, progression, integration of interest and knowledge, and balance between qual-
ity and quantity. Through a practical teaching example, question chain is designed for the pre-reading,
while-reading, and post-reading stages, with detailed analysis of their role in fostering students’ logi-
cal, critical, and creative thinking. The findings indicate that question chains, as a systematic tool for
classroom questioning, can effectively activate students’ cognitive processes, facilitate the implemen-
tation of core competencies in English education, and demonstrate significant practical value and po-
tential for application.
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Q1: What do you know about the Special Olympics? How is it different from the regular Olympics?

Q2: Have you ever watched or heard about people with disabilities in sports?
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Q1: Why did Liu Ming describe his experience as “the most amazing” in his life?

Q2: Why does the text mention that “over 40,000 volunteers gave up their spare time”?

Q3: How did Li Hai’s participation in the Games change him?

Q4: How did the Games make athletes and volunteers feel like “one big family”?
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Q1: What does Liu Ming’s experience tell you about helping others?

Q2: What can Li Hai’s story teach you about confidence and success?

Q3: Do you think volunteering is only about helping others? Why?
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