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Abstract
This paper examines the current implementation of after-school services in primary and secondary

SCEGIA: e, Bk, T RRE RS DR AT A ). #0F 2, 2025, 15(10): 1169-1176.
DOI: 10.12677/ae.2025.15101953


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ae
https://doi.org/10.12677/ae.2025.15101953
https://doi.org/10.12677/ae.2025.15101953
https://www.hanspub.org/

JifieR, WEAES

schools in Suzhou, China, in light of national and local education policies that have promoted their
rapid expansion since 2017. Based on questionnaire surveys and focused interviews with students,
parents, and teachers, the study explores four analytical dimensions: recognition, perceived value,
implementation process, and evaluation outcomes. The findings indicate that after-school services
have achieved universal coverage and generated notable benefits. For parents, they effectively alle-
viate the practical challenges of child pickup and reduce household financial burdens by lowering
reliance on off-campus tutoring. For students, they improve homework efficiency, cultivate social
interaction, and support the development of diverse interests. Nevertheless, several structural and
practical problems remain evident: students report unequal experiences and a sense of fatigue
caused by extended school hours; teachers face increased workloads, blurred professional roles,
and insufficient compensation; and the quality of services is constrained by limited specialization
and the absence of effective mechanisms for integrating external educational resources. The study
argues that current services represent a significant step toward equity and holistic development
but remain in transition from “basic coverage” to “high-quality provision”. To address these chal-
lenges, it proposes clarifying the dual-track positioning of after-school services as both “basic care”
and “quality-oriented enrichment”, establishing robust teacher incentive and support mechanisms,
enhancing collaboration with external organizations, safeguarding students’ autonomy and emo-
tional well-being, and constructing a multi-dimensional evaluation system. Ultimately, the study
emphasizes the need for a coordinated governance model that links schools, families, and society in
order to ensure the sustainable and high-quality development of after-school services.
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