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Abstract

As an important teaching model for fostering students’ key competencies and essential abilities, the
effectiveness of project-based learning (PBL) is highly dependent on the design of driving questions.
A driving question transforms abstract essential disciplinary questions into real contextual ques-
tions that are perceivable and explorable for students of specific age groups. It serves not only as a
bridge connecting core disciplinary knowledge with real contexts, but also as an engine for stimu-
lating students’ higher-order thinking and practical innovation. Based on the basic theories of pro-
ject-based learning, this study aims to systematically explore the design principles of driving ques-
tions through the literature research method and the case study method.
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