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Abstract

The localization of social work and its talent cultivation is a key proposition for promoting high-
quality development of social work in the new era. From a cultural perspective and guided by the
concept of substance-function, this article analyzes the core meanings of “substance” and “function”.
Using the “substance-function framework”, it deconstructs Western social work, constructs a local-
ized social work system, and clarifies the goal of cultivating localized talent with the principle of
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“understanding substance to achieve function, integrating substance and function”. Furthermore, it
explores localized educational pathways through four aspects: curriculum, case studies, practice,
and degree theses, aiming to provide support for the localization of social work and its talent culti-
vation in China.
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Figure 1. The logic of social work localized education under the “substance-function framework”
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