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Abstract

This paper takes the urban agglomeration in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River as the research
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object to analyze the mechanism of the effect of higher education investment on regional economic
growth. The research finds that there are differences between the current situation of higher edu-
cation investment and economic growth in this region. The sources of funds rely on the fiscal budget,
the capacity for talent cultivation varies, and the total economic volume and industrial structure
each have their own characteristics. Investment in higher education promotes economic growth
through mechanisms such as human capital accumulation and technological innovation, but the
overall coordination level is at a medium level. Hubei is relatively high, while Hunan and Jiangxi
need to improve. Based on this, policy suggestions such as optimizing the investment structure, im-
proving the quality of talent cultivation, enhancing the capacity for scientific research and innova-
tion, and promoting the upgrading of the industrial structure are proposed, aiming to promote the
coordinated development of higher education and the economy in the urban agglomeration of the
middle reaches of the Yangtze River.
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Table 1. Includes details of the cities in the urban agglomeration of the middle reaches of the Yangtze River
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Table 2. Education funding situation of the central Yangtze river urban agglomeration in 2023 (unit: ten thousand yuan)

= 2.2023 FRIIPIHWHEHBBELERTR(RAMA: 7T

ERME

P r g ] H 2
S Y A 1o N 2o N S i
SPEATIN o
E5Yid 2%
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MW} 18,915,971 14,987,656 13,171,484 166,329 15,714 2,948,243 2,368,778 798,063
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Table 3. College students in 2023
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Figure 1. The situation of general vocational, undergraduate and junior college students in 2023
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Figure 2. Shows the economic growth of the central Yangtze River urban agglomeration in 2023
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Table 4. 2020~2021 Academic Year Undergraduate Teaching Quality Report of Wuhan University and Huazhong University

of Science and Technology
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